
I t has always been a bone of conten-

tion to agree on what 'exact word' is 

to be used in a certain context whether in 

Translation, in writing natural and correct 

English, or even in expressing one's 

thoughts accurately, and hence a bad 

need has emerged to screen out and 

zoom in on the nuances of meanings and 

associated subtleties. Below is a break-

down of one basic word along with its 

cross- varietal synonyms, along with its 

antonyms. 

ABANDON 

Synonyms: 

abdicate, desert, leave, 

r e s i g n, a b j u r e , 

discontinue, quit, retire 

from, cast off, forego, 

recant, retract, cease, 

forsake, relinquish, 

s u r r e n d e r, c e d e , 

forswear, renounce, 

vacate, depart from, 

give up, repudiate, 

withdraw from. 

Illustrative Explana-

tory Examples: 

Abandon is a word of 

wide signification, ap-

plying to persons or 

things of any kind; 

abdicate and resign 

apply to office, authority, or power; cede 

to territorial possessions; surrender 

especially to military force, and more 

generally to any demand, claim, passion, 

etc. Quit carries an idea of suddenness or 

abruptness not necessarily implied in 

abandon, and may not have the same 

suggestion of finality. The king abdicates 

his throne, cedes his territory, deserts his 

followers, renounces his religion, relin-

quishes his titles, abandons his designs. 

A cowardly officer deserts his ship; the 

helpless passengers abandon it. We quit 

business, give up property, resign of-

fice, abandon a habit or a trust. 

Relinquish commonly implies reluc-

tance; the fainting hand relinquishes its 

grasp; the creditor relinquishes his 

claim. Abandon implies previous associ-

ation with responsibility for or control of; 

forsake implies previous association with 

inclination or attachment, real or as-

sumed; a man may abandon or forsake 

house or friends; he abandons an enter-

prise; forsakes God. Abandon is applied 

to both good and evil 

action; a thief aban-

dons his designs, a 

man his principles. 

Forsake, like abandon, 

may be used either in 

the favorable or unfa-

vorable sense; desert 

is always unfavorable,

[2] involving a breach 

of duty, except when 

used of mere localities; 

as, "the Deserted Vil-

lage." While a mon-

arch abdicates, a pres-

ident or other elected 

or appointed officer 

resigns. It was held 

t h a t  J a m e s  I I. 

abdicated his throne 

by deserting it. 

Antonyms: 

adopt, defend, occupy, seek, advocate, 

favor, prosecute, support, assert, haunt, 

protect, undertake, cherish, hold, 

pursue, uphold, claim, keep, retain, 

vindicate, court, maintain. 
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“Abandon is 

applied to 

both good 

and evil 

action; a thief 

abandons his 

designs, a 

man his 

principles”   

 

semantic 

microscope  
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